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Cover Photo

Phycocyanin, a blue pigment that can be found in Spirulina, a blue-green algae. The non-toxic, water-soluble 
blue pigment is widely used in dietary nutritional supplements and as a natural colorant in food, nutraceutical 
and cosmetic applications. It’s antioxidant, anti-inflammatory and neuroprotective properties have turned it 
into one of the highest value products derived from microalgae.
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Vision
Enriching Lives with 
Breakthrough Innovation in 
Biodiversity

Mission
To Decode Biodiversity for the 
Benefit of Mankind

Tagline
Biodiversity for a Better Tomorrow
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Foreword from the Chairman of the
Sarawak Biodiversity Council 2019

In 2019, the Sarawak Biodiversity Centre (SBC) saw a boost in 
comprehensive and collaborative growth, delivering on its commitment 
towards commercialisation. SBC successfully launched the largest 
outdoor Algae Cultivation Facility (ACF) in South East Asia measuring 
1000m². ACF is an optimised outdoor photo-bioreactor system that 
maximises yield and minimises cost by growing microalgae strains 
supported by the use of smart monitoring of Internet of Things (IoT) 
technology. The facility, inaugurated by The Right Honourable Chief 
Minister of Sarawak in August 2019, has a capacity to yield up to 60 
tonnes per hectare per year of dried algae biomass.

In addition, the Government of Sarawak allocated RM20 million under the Projek Rakyat Fund to 
establish 100 acres State Bioindustrial Park and Bioprocess Commercial Centre. Upon completion, 
the park will support the agricultural supply chain in Kota Samarahan, which is vital in the development 
of downstream industries based on agriculture and natural resources in the state. Once the park is 
fully operational, Sarawak will be able to position itself as hub for bio-economy and draw investors 
globally.

In March 2019, Sarawak has also positioned itself at the forefront in sharing benefits with the 
indigenous communities through the first Benefit Sharing Agreement (BSA) with five indigenous 
communities, namely the Bidayuh of Kampung Kiding in Padawan, the Lun Bawang of Long 
Telingan and Long Kerebangan in Lawas and the Kelabit of Pa’Ukat and Pa’Lungan of Bario. The 
BSA, established in March 2019, broke new ground in creating wealth through alternative socio-
economic activities for the participating Indigenous communities, meeting the targets of the Nagoya 
Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing.

On behalf of the Sarawak Biodiversity Council, I would like to congratulate SBC’s team for its 
continuous dedication and commitment to propelling SBC, and by extension Sarawak, towards 
global prominence. I look forward to seeing more exciting events and even greater achievement in 
the coming years.

YBhg Tan Sri Datuk Amar Wilson Baya Dandot
Chairman, Sarawak Biodiversity Council
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Organisation Structure

Mr Justine Jok Jau Emang
Controller, Natural Resources & Environment Board (NREB)

Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

YBhg Tan Sri Datuk Amar Wilson Baya Dandot
Chairman, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

YBhg Datu William Patrick Nyigor 
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Research (MESTR)
Deputy Chairman, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

Dr Yeo Tiong Chia
Chief Executive Officer
Sarawak Biodiversity Centre
Secretary, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

Yang Arif Datuk Talat Mahmood bin Abdul Rashid 
State Attorney General

Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

YBhg Datuk Amar Haji Ahmad Tarmizi bin Haji Sulaiman
State Financial Secretary
Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

YBhg Datu Sr Zaidi bin Haji Mahdi
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Urban Development and Natural Resources (MUDeNR)
Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

YBhg Dato Sri Haji Mohamad Abu Bakar bin Marzuki
Deputy State Secretary [Socio-Economic Transformation]
Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

YBhg Datu Hamden bin Haji Mohammad 
Director of Forests 

Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

Dr Alvin Chai Lian Kuet
Acting Director of Agriculture
Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council

Sarawak Biodiversity Council

Mr Graeme Iain Brown 
Managing Director, Limar Management Services Sdn Bhd

Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Centre

YBhg Dato Goh Leng Chua 
Director, Lawmakers 
Council Member, Sarawak Biodiversity Council
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Organisation Structure
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Strengthening our Culture of Collaboration

SBC had broadened its’ biodiscovery into the following areas:

1) Food colourant

2) Oil palm sap evaluation

3) Herbal products for diabetes

4) Aquaculture industry – prawns growth and disease prevention

5) Epilepsy

6) Diabetic Foot Infection

7) Neurodegenerative and autoimmune disorders

The research collaborations with the scientists were governed by Materials Transfer

Agreements, Non-Disclosure Agreements and Memorandum of Understandings.

Highlight of collaborations established in 2019

                           

1) MOU signed between Sarawak Biodiversity Council, Mitsubishi Corporation, 

CHITOSE Group and Sea Horse Corporation Sdn. Bhd. for testing algae on the 

growth of prawns and disease prevention 

Sarawak Biodiversity Council, Mitsubishi Corporation and CHITOSE group are pleased to

announce their joint collaboration with Sea Horse Corporation Sdn. Bhd. for testing algae

on commercial prawn aquaculture.

The MOU is for three purposes: (1) investigating the use of specific algae strains in methods

that will lead to prevention or reduction of diseases in aquaculture, (2) to share the

information and data gathered from the investigation to establish protocols for production of

aquaculture stocks, and (3) cooperate in research on the use of algae strains to enhance

aquaculture production and commercialization.

                             

MOU exchanges between Sarawak Biodiversity Council, Mitsubishi Corporation, Chitose Group and

Seahorse Corporation Sdn Bhd 
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SBC Audit Committee 2019

Ms Christina Wong Hie Ping
Accountant, Sarawak Biodiversity Centre

Secretary, SBC Audit Committee

Mr John Kennedy Janang
Director, Financial Compliance Unit, State Financial Secretary’s Office
Chairman, SBC Audit Committee

Dr Alvin Chai Lian Kuet
Acting Director of Agriculture

Member, SBC Audit Committee

Mr Justine Jok Jau Emang
Controller, Natural Resources & Environment Board (NREB)
Member, SBC Audit Committee
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SBC Establishment Committee 2019

YBhg Dato Sri Haji Mohamad Abu Bakar bin Marzuki
Deputy State Secretary [Socio-Economic Transformation]
Chairman, SBC Establishment Committee

Dr Yeo Tiong Chia
Chief Executive Officer
Sarawak Biodiversity Centre
Secretary, SBC Establishment Committee

YBhg Dr Alvin Chai Lian Kuet
Director of Agriculture
Member, SBC Establishment Committee

Tuan Haji Ismail bin Mohamad Hanis
Director of State Human Resource Unit 
Member, SBC Establishment Committee

YBhg Datu Sr Zaidi bin Haji Mahdi
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Urban Development and Natural Resources (MUDeNR)
Member, SBC Establishment Committee
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SBC Finance and Investment Committee 2019

YBhg Dato Sri Ahmad Tarmizi bin Haji Sulaiman
State Financial Secretary
Chairman, SBC Finance and Investment Committee

Dr Yeo Tiong Chia
Chief Executive Officer
Sarawak Biodiversity Centre
Secretary, SBC Finance and Investment Committee

YBhg Datu Hamden bin Haji Mohammad
Director of Forests  
Member, SBC Finance and Investment Committee

Dr Alvin Chai Lian Kuet
Acting Director of Agriculture

Member, SBC Finance and Investment Committee

YBhg Datu William Patrick Nyigor 
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Research (MESTR)
Member, SBC Finance and Investment Committee
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Financial Statement for the 
Year Ended 2019
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The accompanying notes on pages 70 to 84 form an integral part of the financial statements.
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The accompanying notes on pages 70 to 84 form an integral part of the financial statements.
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The accompanying notes on pages 70 to 84 form an integral part of the financial statements.
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The accompanying notes on pages 70 to 84 form an integral part of the financial statements.
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